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Total global fisheries subsidies = 35.4 billion USD

Sumaila et al. 2019



Global fisheries subsidies - Types
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WTO covered fisheries subsidies - Types
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WTO relevant subsidies
= USD 17.6 billion



WTO covered subsidies by major region
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*SCAC = South, 
Central America 
and Caribbean

Total = USD 17.6 billion
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WTO covered subsidies by development status

• LDC WTO members

• Developing Wto members

• Developed WTO members,

• Others (non-members)
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WTO covered subsidies by HDI
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WTO covered subsidies by Fishing Sector

Definition of SSF:

• based on each country’s definition

• if non-existent used EU definition 
for EU member states

• for remaining countries used Sea 
Around Us definition

Schuhbauer et al. 2020

Large-scale fisheries 
(industrial) 

15.6 billion USD = 89%

Small-scale fisheries 
(including artisanal and  subsistence)

2 billion USD = 11%



WTO covered subsidies by sector and subsidy Type
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Small-scale fisheries

Large-scale fisheries



WTO covered subsidies by Fishing Sector
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Small-scale fisheries Large-scale fisheries

Developing

Developed

5.6 bn USD

9.9 bn USD

1.1 bn USD
0.9 bn USD



WTO covered subsidies by Fishing Sector
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Small-scale fisheries Large-scale fisheries

Developing

Developed

5.6 bn USD

9.9 bn USD

1.1 bn USD
0.9 bn USD

Small-scale fisheries 
in developing 
countries make up 
for around 5% of the 
total 17.6 billion USD

= 56% of 17.6 bn USD

= 32% of 17.6 bn USD

= 6% of 
17.6 bn 
USD



Challenges and caveats of analysis
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• Lack of data, details and transparency;

• using assumptions such as catch data as a proxy for sector size can 
lead to some bias;

• regions with especially low information availability include Middle 
and western Africa, Western Asia, Micronesia and Polynesia.

• database could be improved through in depth 
regional/national/local studies.



Thank you.
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E-mail: acschuhbauer@gmail.com

Twitter: @acschuhbauer

mailto:acschuhbauer@gmail.com


Additional material

14



15

Scenarios where exceptions to SSF could apply

Exception: None
SSF of WTO 
developing

SSF of all WTO 
members

17,6 =  
100%

16,7 =    
95%

15,6 =    
89%

0,9 = 5%
2,0 = 11%
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SSF subsidies exceptions break down by region
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Subsidies to SSF of WTO 
developing country members 

(total = 0.9 Bn USD)

Subsidies to SSF of all 
WTO members

(total = 2.0 Bn USD)



Fisheries subsidies to Least Developed Countries (LDC)
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A total of USD 154 million is provided to small-scale fisheries and USD 144 
million to large-scale fisheries of all WTO least developed country members.

17,3 = 
98.3%
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Amount found in 
Subsidies Database
(Sumaila et al. 2019)

Quantitative data?

Yes => 
Record amount for 

SSF and LSF.

No.

Qualitative data?

No =>
Use model to fill the gap.

Yes => 
Use predefined criteria to 

determine SSF & LSF

Methods: Split subsidies into SSF and LSF
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