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One in five Canadians started 
growing food at home during the 
pandemic.
Two thirds of gardeners in 2020 
agreed that the pandemic influenced 
their decision to start growing food 
at home, in part due to concerns 
about food prices and shortages. 

LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION

Canada’s meat processing industry is 
highly concentrated. 85% of animals are 
processed in three plants, all of which 
experienced COVID-19 outbreaks.
By early May 2020, one in four of all 
cases of COVID-19 in Alberta were linked 
to meat and poultry facilities.

FOOD SUPPLY

FOOD INSECURITY

in the previous month— meaning they lacked 
access to enough safe and healthy food.

Data from May 2020 shows that 

one in seven Canadians reported 
experiencing food insecurity   

than those who worked. 

almost three times more 
likely to be food insecure 

Canadians who were absent from
work due to COVID-19 were
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