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Fish stock health and productivity is central to everything 
fisheries can offer to societies
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The OECD work on fisheries subsidies
In support of global reform processes
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Insights from a stylized model

• The OECD FishPEM model (Martini & Innes, 2018) looks at the effect of policies in general terms 
• Not specific implementation in countries 
• Uses a global model to develop indicators of effect that are empirically-based and theoretically robust.
• Relatively rich literature pointing to similar conclusions (see OECD Review of Fisheries for a list of references)
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Adverse sustainability impact arises most when support 
affects fishing costs & benefits

5(Martini & Innes, 2018) 



The key role of management

6(Martini & Innes, 2018) 



Key factors in sustainability impact
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Identifying the risk of supporting unsustainable fishing
A tool to inform fisheries subsidies reform
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Fisheries support = 
subsidies +

The nature of policies: 
what is being supported?

Amounts spent by the 
government with each 
policy, each year

Key characteristics of 
those policies

Identifying reform priorities
The OECD Fisheries Support Estimate
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10.7 USD billion 
over 2020-22

}65%

Source: OECD Review of Fisheries, 2025

Identifying the risk of supporting unsustainable fishing
A majority of support calls for careful targeting
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Identifying the risk of supporting unsustainable fishing

Source: OECD (2025). Fisheries Support Estimate (FSE).

Figure 7.3. Support to fisheries by risk of encouraging unsustainable fishing in the absence of effective 
management (left) and total support (right), across economies, 2020-22
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Understanding the fisheries context
Stock status knowledge remains limited in many places (2024)
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Source: OECD (2025), Fish Stock Status database



60% 12% 28%

Note : TAC (Total allowable catch limit)

Understanding the fisheries context
The management of supported fisheries

Source: OECD Review of Fisheries 2025



OECD 
Fisheries work
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We invite you to stay in touch
by signing up to 
our newsletter

and following us on LinkedIn 
OECD Trade and Agriculture

https://www.linkedin.com/company/oecd-trade-and-agriculture/posts/?feedView=all
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