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The challenges become even more complex when you 
bring in the issue of gender – based lending into the mix. 
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Financial institutions rarely target women’s needs and generally lack the experience and 
knowledge to tailor appropriate financial packages for women. Nonetheless, there is 
growing evidence that shows there are institutions offering financial packages targeting 
‘women-led SME’s’

Certain alternative collateral options that can take off without the necessity of policy 
re-engineering. 

a) Pay-as- you-go’ (PASYG)

This financial model is commonly used in the solar energy sector. The model can be easily 
adapted for the agricultural sector to enable women acquire farm assets like machinery 
that can help in making their productive roles much more efficient.
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b) Strengthening the role of women in Agricultural Trade (Opportunities offered by the 
African   Free Continental Trade Agreement (AfCFTA).

AfCFTA provides a greater opportunity to expand cross - border trade, which 
currently remains largely informal. There is need to elevate informal trade 
arrangements into much more structured models. 

Structured trade attracts structured finance which helps to eliminate the need for 
collateral.

There is need for a deliberate action to enable women participate more in trade. 



Policy Considerations

• Promoting Character-based lending by enhancing and strengthening the credit-reporting 

Infrastructure.

-The general perception for most policy makers is that women require low-cost financial 

packages. 

-Women have demonstrated that they are good borrowers even with credit offered at 

current market rates

• Repurposing public resources through existing institutions, (DFI’s)- Efforts should not just 

be limited to leveraging private sector capital, other considerations needs to be taken to 

ensure inclusivity, for instance by focusing more efforts on gender issues and priority areas 

like trade in future attempts to build resilient food systems through intra-regional food 

trade.



Policy Considerations

∙ Providing Incentives to FSPs offering financial solutions targeting women e.g. tax 
rebates
 

∙ Issues related to land reforms, governance and property rights for women are pertinent 
issues that need to be addressed to secure investments in agriculture.

      - Considerations for Land Banking e.g. Land Bank in South Africa
Land Banking is the practice of aggregating parcels of land for future sale or 
development 

- Smallholders who benefited from land reform beneficiaries contributed to 5% of the 
national agricultural output.

 
∙ Generating gender-based data to develop appropriate policies. 

-Conduct baseline and scoping studies to better understand the profile of women and 
their financial needs within their respective contexts. 



THANK YOU!


