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NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS

This is the lagt issue of ICTSD's BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest for 2001. The
firg issue of 2002 -- Vol. 6, No. 1 -- will be published on 15 January. The editorid Saff,
together with the rest of the ICTSD team, would like to thank our reporting contributors
and our funders for ther criticd assigance over the past year. We are grateful to our
reeders for their input, feedback, and ongoing support, and send to you dl our best wises
for the holiday season and 2002.

MEXICO CONFIRMED FOR NEXT MINISTERIAL; WTO ADOPTS
EXPANDED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MANDATE

At a 19-20 December meeting of the WTO Generd Council, Members formaly accepted
Mexico's offer to hog the fifth WTO Minigerid Conference in 2003, expected to take
place in the middle of that year. Members dso adopted the organisation's most ambitious
budget ever, dgning off on increases in the regular budget and in paticular on funding
for technica asigance, odensbly to mest commitments made for developing country
assgance under the November 2001 Doha Minigerid Declaration.

Mexico confirmed

At a press briefing on 20 December, WTO Director-Generd Mike Moore told journdigts
that Mexico would be hoding the next Minigerid Conference, scheduled for 2003, and
tha Mexican Miniger of the Economy Luis Emesto Derbez would char the mesting.
Thus far, Moore sad, there was no specific venue announced in Mexico, though
Members were debating whether it should be held on the Peacific coast or the Caribbean
coad. The 2003 Conference will be a critical guidepost for assessment of negotiations
launched a Doha Among other issues, Members are mandated to decide by the Fifth
Minigerid and by ‘explicdt consensus moddities (induding  whetheriwhen/how)  for
launching negoatiations on invesment, competition policy, trangparency in  government
procurement and trade fadilitation (see the November/December issue of BRIDGES
Monthly, available a& http:/Aww.ictsd.org/monthly).

Budget boosts assstance to developing countries

In addition to an increase in the WTO's regular budget of 6.7 percent over 2001, 2002
will see an increase in WTO technicd assdance adtivities, reeching a combined levd of
approximatey 20 million Swiss Francs ($US 12.2 miillion). According to WTO sources,
this represents an increese of 80 percent over last year, with 75 percent funded by
voluntary contributions from Members (see BRIDGES Weekly, 12 December 2001,
http://mww.ictsd.org/weekly/01-12-12/story3.ntm). A pledging conference  will  be
organised early in 2002 to secure the necessary funding, with a target of 15 million Swiss
Francsfor voluntary
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Contributions.

Some of the more traditiond technicd asssance activities carried out by the WTO will
be dther continued or enhanced. For indance, the number of trade policy courses for
trade officdas from devdoping countries will be doubled by September 2002, thereby
assuring & least one pogtion in those courses for each developing country Member. In
addition, the 'Geneva Week' progranme assging non-resdent WTO Member officids to
paticipate more fully in the work of the WTO has been dlocated as pat of the regular
technicd assstance budget. However, Members have yet to decide exactly what type of
technical ass stance and capacity-building activities will take place with the new funding.

WTO Symposum planned for May

At the Director-Genegrd's briefing, Moore indicated that a mgor Symposum was in the
works for May 2002 that will address "the concerns expressed by some Minigers & Doha
on our relations with the public." Proposed agenda items include trade and debt; trade and
finance the digitd divide paticipaion and the problems of capacity-condrained
missons, the functioning and financing of the WTO; extand rdaions issues of sodd
judice and the sodd, economic, environmentd and political impacts of globalisation.
"Much more consderation needs to be done before our agendais findised,” Moore said.

Funding for the Symposum had previoudy been dlocated under the regular technicd
assgance budget, but oppogtion from Pekisan and some other Members will now mean
that the Symposum must be funded from voluntary contributions insteed.

Trade Negotiations Committee structure till undecided

As BRIDGES Weskly went to press Members were continuing discussons a the
Generd Council on how to dructure the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC; essentidly
a ecid negatiaing sesson of the Gengrd Council) that will oversee the negotidions
agreed to in Doha There has recently been speculation that Director-Generd Moore was
seeking to head up the TNC, though his candidaiure has been ressed by some
developing country dedegaes and by a number of nongovernmenta organisations (See
bedow). Though no formd rules exig governing this process, under the Uruguay Round,
Uruguay's Trade Miniger chared the minigerid levd TNC, while the GATT Director-
Generd chaired the Geneva-level TNC.

Moore told journdigs on 20 December that Members were currently consdering "dl
options’ for dructuring the TNC, induding drawing the TNC Char from the Geneva-
based ambassadors. According to the Doha Minigerid Dedaraion, the firda meeting of
the Trade Negotiations Committee must take place by the end of January 2002. Moore
confirmed his term as Director-Generd would be coming to an end as of 1 September,
and that Supachai Panitchpakdi would then be assuming the podtion of Director-Generd
asplanned.
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An NGO gatement opposng Moore as Chair for the TNC is being distributed for sgn-on
by Maaysa-based Third World Network. The datement was drafted and discussed
during a meeting in Brussds on 7-9 December attended by representatives of over 100
cvil society groups. Inter dia, the satement labes Moore as ingppropriate for the post of
TNC Char due to "a record of being extremdy patisan and manipulative as WTO
Director-Gengrd" and engaging in nonttransparent decisonr meaking practices in the
leadup to and a Doha. The satement is available a http:/Amww.twnsde.org.so.

ICTSD Internd Files.

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT UPDATE: BANANAS, US-EC STEEL
Bananas

Putting the find nal in the coffin of the dmog decade-old dispute between the EC on the
one hand and the US and Ecuador on the other, EU agriculture minigters on 19 December
adopted regulaions for the EC's new bananerimport regime. EC Trade Commissoner
Pascd Lamy sad on Wednexday tha, "this WTO-compatible sysem the Coundil [of
Minigery has decided upon today sgnds not only the end of the banana dispute, but will
reault in the lifting of some $US 200 million worth of US sanctions, which is the good
news EU exporters have been waiting for."

The adopted regulations will give the EU's traditiond banana suppliers (for the most part
former colonies in Africa and the Caribbean) access to 83 percent of the tota import
quota of 24 million tons while non treditiond suppliers such as Ecuedor will receive
the remaning 17 percent. The regime ds0 indudes provisons on compensatory ad for
the afected Caribbean and African countries There will be three import quotas with
different tariffs until 2006, a which point a tariff-only sysem will teke effect. The EC-
Ecuador ded is expected to increase banana import volumes from Lain America by
100,000 tons to 353000 tons (see BRIDGES Weekly, 15 November 2001,
http:/Aww.ictsd.org/weekly/01-11- 15/story2.hti).

In a gaement addressed to the 18 December meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement
Body (DSB), the EC thanked Membes for grating two wavers during the 9-14
November Doha Minigerid for both its commitments under the Africa Caribbean and
Pecific (ACP)-EC patnaship (Cotonou) Agreement and for its aforementioned
trangtiond bananaregime.

Cdling these Underdandings "a very good bass' for the introduction of a WTO-
compatible banana import regime, Ecuador reminded the EC in its own datement a the
DSB that the new TRQ-based sysem was only a trangtiond one, and that the EC had to
enter into negoatiaions darting in mid-2004 in order to convert the regime to a tariff-only
scheme by 2006.
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Stedl

Foreshadowing a potentid future dioute between the US and the EC together with other
WTO Members over trade remedy measures such as anti- dumping duties, the EC has
condemned the US International Trade Commisson's (ITC) recommendaion earlier this
month to redtrict sed imports to the US as a "blatant call for protectioniam” to which -- if
adopted by US President Bush -- the EC would respond with an immediate complaint at
the WTO. Both dtates met at an 18-19 December Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Deveopment (OECD) meeting to discuss sed capacity cuts in order to reduce the
global excess production in the sed sector. The accusations come in the wake of the
Doha Minigerid, where WTO Members agreed on negotiations in the area of anti-
dumping

As of 7 December, the US ITC announced its recommendetions and views on remedies
(namely measures imposed againgt chegper imported goods, such as anti-dumping) to be
submitted to the President by 19 December in its globa safeguard invedtigation regarding
ded imports. The independent trade pand recommended both raised tariffs on sted up to
40 percent as well as quota redrictions during a four-year period. The ITC found that at
leest 12 out of 33 identified product groups were being imported into the US in such
increesed quantities that they condituted a subgantia cause of serious injury or threat of
serious injury to the respective US indudries. US sted makers have los more than $1
billion in 2001 through lower ged prices ad 25 ded companies went bankrupt.
Presdent Bush will have 60 to 75 days to make a find decison on whether to adopt the
ITC'srecommendations.

Spesking a the 13 December UK Sed Associdion Annud Forum, EC Trade
Commissioner Pascd Lamy cdled the recommended messures "totdly unwarranted” and
"a blatant cdl for protectionism’. Sating that 123 anti-dumping and 31 anti subgdy
measures had dready turned the US into an "impenedrable fortress' resulting in a 25
percent decrease in ged imports compared to last year, Lamy cdled on the US ded
indudtry to rather "put its own house in order™ -- jus as the EC did when restructuring its
ded sector in the nineties, he sad -- indead of "mek[ing] others pay for American
regructuring.”

The EC trade chief further declaed tha the EC would -- in the event the
recommendations where adopted -- immediady file a complant with the WTO &s the
ITCsfinding werein clear breach of WTO safeguard provisons.

China, together with Japan, Korea and New Zedand issued Smilar statements opposing
to the proposed US tariffs and quota redtrictions.

Severd US trade remedy procedures have in the past been subject to adverse WTO

rulings, induding UK -Hot Rolled Lead and Carbon Sted (WT/DS138/AB/R), Japan-Hot
Rolled Sted (WT/DS184/R) and KoreaeWeded Cabon Qudity Line PFipe

(WT/DS202/R).
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Not officidly rdating to this row between the US and its WTO partners, but in which
regard a Korean trade representative saw an "invisble link”, the world's sed making
nations met under OECD auspices on 1819 December and agreed to cut globd ded
production by about ten percent during the next decade s0 as to boost the sted industry
by reducng overcgpacity. Although the EC had origindly cdled for reducing
overcgpacity while refraning from any further trade redrictions, the find nonbinding
agreement did not contain any such commitment.

"EU Forcefully Condemns US Internationd Trade Commisson's Recommendations To
Hike Taiffs On Sted Products” EU PRESS RELEASE, 10 December 2001; “Little
Avall, US Presses For Sted Output Cut Abroad,” NEW YORK TIMES, 17 December
2001; "DJ China Joins Internationa Opposgtion To US Sted Taiffs” DOW JONES, 14
December 2001, "ITC Amounces Recommendations And Views On Remedy In lIts
Globd Safeguard Investigation Involving Imports Of Sted,” USITC NEWS RELEASE,
7 December 2001; "Sted-Making Nations See Capecity Cuts” REUTERS, 18 December
2001; "Pact to Cut Sted Production Doesnt End Risk of Trade War,” NEW YORK
TIMES, 19 December 2001; ICTSD Internd Files.

MOORE SHUFFLESWTO SECRETARIAT DECK

On 14 December, WTO Director-Generd Mike Moore announced his plan to reorganise
the WTO Secrearia in order to prepare for the chalenge of meding the mandate from
Doha ad in gengd to improve the functioning of the Secretaria. These changes are
effective immediatdy and "expert advice' will be sought in March 2002 to review the

new arrangements.

Citing the need for dfidency gans and cost saving messures, Moore determined that
conolideting certain divisons would be of bendfit. As wdl, in light of the amhbitious
timdinelaid out in Doha, he dited his"duty to move now."

Notably, Moore has merged mogt of the Devdopment Division with that of the Economic
Ressarch and Andyds Divison. This new divison will sarvice the Committee on Trade
and Deveopment (CTD) and the Informa Group of Developing Countries: While Moore
oeculated that this change represents a "subdantid increase in resources dedicated to
development issues” some trade andysts are concerned that development issues will now
be seen from more of a research rather than an operationd lens. One trade ddegate noted
that gaff from the former Economic Research and Andyss Dividon ae "up in ams' due
to the lack of consultation on this move. This would appear to run contrary to Moore's
opening remaks, which point to input "from daff a dl levds" Heading up this new
divison will be Patrick Low, former Director of the Director-Generd's Office,

In addition, a new Council and Trade Negotigting Committee (TNC) Divigon is to be

edablished. This move merges the Coundl Divison with that of the Minigerid Sessons
Dividon. Agan, cod ad effidency gans were noted via the combining of rdated
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functions of sarvicing the two bodies. The new Divison will dso savice the Dispute
Settlement Body. Heading up this Divison is Mr. Evan Rogerson.

Furthermore, a new Resource and Performance Andyss function is to be set up in order
to ensure the Secretariat divisons are optimally staffed and efficiently managed.

For a odeadled view of the new Seodaia organistiond chat, vist
http:/Amww.wio.org/engligvnews e/spmm_e/'spmmy74_ehtm.,

"WTO reshgped to boost deveopment programme’ REUTERS, 14 December 2001
"Organizationd changesin the WTO Secretariat” WTO, 14 December 2001.

IN BRIEF

LATEST NAFTA INVESTOR-STATE CLAIM LAUNCHED

USbassd Crompton Corp. (formely UniRoyd Chemicd) has launched the laest
invedtor-date suit agang the Canadian government under the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Thar case dleges tha the Canadian Pest Management
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) contravened certain atides in NAFTA's Chgpter 11 (on
invesment  rights and obligations) when it moved to phase out lindane - a pedicide
produced by Crompton and higtoricdly used in canola seed production. Lindane, an
organochlorine pedticide dmilar to DDT, has been associated with the development of
breast cancer and nervous disorders and has been banned for al uses by seven countries,
and severdy redricted in another four (induding the USA). It is dso one of 27 pedticides
on the PIC lig (Prior Informed Consent) - which requires exporters to inform importing
couttries of a chemicd's legd datus and potentid hazards. Crompton Corp. is seeking
100 million ddlars in damages. Lindane remans in widespread use throughout the
developing world. The notice of intent, dated 6 November 2001, is posted on the webdte
of the Canadian Depatment of Foreign Affars and Intenaiond Trade at:
http:/Avww.dfait- maed.ge.caltna- nac/NAFTA-e.asp#Noti ces.

"US Chemicd Company Sesking 100 Million in Damages’ STRAIGHT GOODS, 8
December 2001; ICTSD Internd Files.

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CAUTIOUSLY SUPPORTSFTAA

A two-day summit in Venezuda of the Association of Caribbean States (ASC) ended on
12 December with a cautious endorsement of the proposed Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA). The proposed FTAA would creste an economic free trade area thet
gans the western hemisphere - comprisng 33 of 34 countries (except Cuba). At the
summit, Venezudan Presdent Hugo Chavez, dongdde Cubds Fdd Castro, made clear

7
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their concerns that the FTAA, with economies such as Canada and the USA, could spdll
doom for the smdler economies in the proposad zone. Chavez took the point one step
further by proposng that should devdoped countries not lower taiff bariers for
developing country goods, an dterndive agreement should be consdered. He went on to
uggest that such an agreement could be cdled the "Bolivarian Alterndive for the
Amenicas" dter South American independence fighter and hero Smon Bolivar. In
addition, heindicated his government'sintention to put the dedl to apopular vote.

"Caribbean Leaders Endorse Trade Pact" AP, 12 December 2001.

EU SGNSASSOCIATION AGREEMENT WITH ALGERIA

On 19 December, the EU and Algiers concluded seven years of negotidions with an
'‘Asodiation Agreement’. This type of agreement -- which the EU has sgned with seven
other countries -- mandates the two countries to open up trade and provides for greater
cooperation on a broad set of issues - ranging from education to fighting terrorism. In
addition, the agreement binds Algeia to modenise its legidaion in aess such as
competition policy and intdlectud property rights. As such, sources speculate that this is
a preparatory step for Algeria to move from observer gatus to being a full member a the
WTO. Critics, induding as Amnesty Internationd, condemn the EU over the agreement,
saying it is turning a blind eye to abuses by Algerids security forces in return for support
for the 'codition againg terroriam.

"European Union Wrgps Up Trade Cooperation Ded with Algerid’ AP, 19 December
2001.

INSURANCE AGREEMENT AIMSTO ASSIST AFRICAN TRADE

On 11 December, the African Trade Insurance Agency (ATI) and insurance group
Geling sgned a pact that will dlow companies trading to and within Africa to obtan
insurance agang non-payments by buyers. ATl wes edablished a lag May's Common
Maket for Eagern and Southern Africa (COMESA) summit, with gsart-up funding
provided by the Internationd Devedopment Association - the concessond lending am of
the World Bak (sse BRIDGES Wekly Diges 29 May 2001,
http:/mww.ictsd.org/html/weekly/29-05-01/story3.htm). The seven African countries that
have joined the agency indude Burundi, Kenya, Mdawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda,
and Zambia. The ultimate am of the pact is the cregtion of a private sector and pan-
African credit insurance company.

"Insurance pact ams a boogting trade in Africa’ FT, 11 December 2001.
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WIPO COMMITTEE: COUNTRIESDIVIDED OVER NEED FOR NEW LEGAL
NORMSTO PROTECT TK

Subdantive discusson a the second meeting of the WIPO (World Intellectud Property
Organization) Intergovernmental Committee on  Intelectud Propaty and Geneic
Resources, Traditiond Knowledge and Folklore on 10-14 December in Geneva focused
manly on two subjects opediond principles for contractud agreements concerning
access to genetic resources and benfit-sharing; and traditiond knowledge as prior art.
While there was little in the way of a debate and the amosphere was non-confrontationd
throughout, there was a clear divison between those countries that favour the creation of
new legd norms (manly from Lain America and the Africa Group) and those that do
not, including the US and Canada . The latter group of countries consders that solutions
dhould be sought within exiging legd frameworks and, while willing to contemplae
additiond obligations, would prefer these to be nontbinding. Indudry representatives dso
shaed this view by cdling for nonbinding obligations. The offidd documents on the
second WIPO Intergovernmenta Committee can be downloaded from the WIPO webste
a:  http:/Aww.wipo.int/globdissuesigc/documentsindex.ntml.  For  further  information,
e BRIDGES Trade BioRes, 20 December 2001; http://mww.ictsd.org/biores/01-12-

20/gtory4.htm
ICTSD Internd Files

US STEPS UP PRESSURE OVER BIOTECH RULES

The US is reported to be losing patience with the continued EU de facto moratorium on
the goprovd of gendicdly modified organiams (GMOs), with pressure mounting within
the US to bring acase to the WTO. According to EC Environment Commissioner Margot
Walgrom, however, the ban -- in place snce 1998 -- is likdy to reman for a lesst
another two years while EU member dates continue to debate proposed labdling and
traceshility regulations (see BRIDGES Wekly, 31 July 2001,
http:/Aww.ictsd.org/htmlAweskly/31-07-0l/story5.htm). At the same time,  environmenta
organisdtion Friends of the Eath Internationd (FOEI) has atacked the US and Argentina
for dlegedly pressuring smdl countries, such as Baliviay Si Lanka and Crodtia, to refran
from implementing drict import rules for GMOs For further information, see BRIDGES
Trade BioRes, 20 December 2001, http://Aww.ictsd.org/biores/01- 12-20/story2.htm)

"U.S. sad lodng patience with EU ban on GMOs, pressure rises for WTO complaint,”
WTO Reporter, 13 December 2001; "US and biotech corporations impose gergticdly
modified organisms worldwide under WTO threats” FoEl PRESS RELEASE, 17
December 2001.
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WTO IN BRIEF

UN OFFICIALSDOUBT DOHA'SDELIVERABLESFOR DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

At a 12 December pand discusson sponsored by the Canegie Endowment for
International Peace, UN Development Programm (UNDP) Senior Civil Society Advisor
Kamd Madhatra and UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Economics and Trade Unit
Director Hussein Abaza both espoused a different take on the success of the so-cdled
'Doha Devdopment Agendd then previoudy put forth by the UN. Both UN officids
noted grave concerns over the increased obligations that developing countries would have
to assume as a rexult of the negotiations, in addition to the lack of gains made on isues
dready on the WTO table While technicd assdance has been one of the dements
highlighted by some as evidence of the 'devdlopment agendd -- namdy WTO Director-
Generd Mike Moore -- UNEPs Abaza daed that cgpacity building training programs a
the WTO have been conducted in an "uncoordinated manner” and as a result, "developing
countries are not aware of the implications of dgning off on a paticular agreement”.
These pogtions put the UN officids a odds with both Deputy US Trade Representaive
Pete Allgaer and Chileen Undersecretary for Foreign Affars Herddo Munoz, who were
adso present & the pand discusson. Allgeer haled Doha as a "reversd of Sedttle’ and
noted that the increesed role of developing countries in the negotiations, combined with
strong US leaedership, restored the WTO's crediibility in negotiating trade agreements.

"U.N. Officids Question Doha Success' UNWIRE, 13 December 2001

EVENTS AND RESOURCES

EVENTS

For a more comprenensve lig of events in trade and sudtainable devdopment, please
refer to ICTSD'sweb cadendar at: hitp:/Amww.ictsd.org/ca/index.htm

Coming Up This Week

20-21 December, Dakar, Senegd: ECOWAS SUMMIT. Leaders of the Economic
Community of West African States will assess progress made in the implementation of
integration programmes and designate the definitive hogt countries for ECOWAS nascent
parliament and court of judice For further information contact ECOWAS Secretarid,
Abuja, Nigerig td: (234) (9) 31 47 647-9; fax: 31 43 005, 31 47 646, emall:
info@ecowasmail.net; Internet: hitp://mww.ecowasint/.
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24-25 December 2001, Jaipur, India SEMINAR ON COMPETITION REGULATION
AND INVESTMENT: ROLE IN ECONOMIC GROWTH. The event is organised by the
CUTS Caentre for Internationd, Trade, Economics & Environment. Representetives of dll
the sakeholders, viz. policy makers, sectord regulators (focusng on energy and telecons
sectors), expats on investment and competition issues media and cvil socety will
deliberate on the interface between investment policy, competition policy and regulaory
desgn. For further informeation contact: Anjdi Bansal/Sanjay Vama td: (91-14120)
7482, fax: 7486; email: cuts@cuts.org

WTO Events

An updaed lig of fothcoming WTO medings is poded a:
http:/Amww.wto.org/englis/news émegtsdoc. Please bear in mind that dates and times
of WTO medtings are often changed, and that the WTO does not dways announce the
important informa meetings of the different bodies Unless othewise indicated, dl WTO
meetings are hdd a the WTO, Centre Willian Reppard, rue de Lausanne 154, 1211
Geneva, Switzerland. For further information on WTO events contact: WTO Information
and Media Rddions Divison, Geneva td: (41-22) 739 5007; fax: 739-5458; email:
enquiries@wto.org

19+21 December, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO TRADE POLICY REVIEW BODY -
UGANDA.

21 December, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT BODY.

16+18 January 2002, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO TRADE POLICY REVIEW BODY -
GUATEMALA.

17 January 2002, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO COMMITTEE ON MARKET ACCESS.
22-23 January 2002, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO TEXTILESMONITORING BODY.

23-24 January 2002, Geneva, Switzerland: WTO WORKING PARTY ON THE
ACCESSION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION.

23+25 January 2002 Geneva, Switzerland: WTO TRADE POLICY REVIEW BODY -
PAKISTAN.

28 January 2002 Geneva, Switzerland: WTO COUNCIL FOR TRADE IN GOODS.
Other Forthcoming Events
Jnuary 2002, Hesnki, Fnland: AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON THE

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN BIOLOGICAL DIVERSTY AND CLIMATE
CHANGE. For more information contact: CBD Secretariat, Montred, Canada: tdl: (1-

11
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514)  288-2220; fax:  288-6588 emal: seoeaia@biodiv.org  Internet:
http://mwww.biodiv.org From 11SD Linkages, http:/mww.iisd.ca

28-29 January 2002, Narobi, Kenyaa REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC
PERCEPTIONS OF BIOTECHNOLOGY IN AFRICA. For more information contact:
Anna Ogdo or Harison Maganga, African Centre for Technology Studies, Nairobi,
Kenya, td: (254-2) 524-700/6; fax: 524701, emal: acts@cgiar.org or
a.ogado@cgiar.org; Internet: http:/Aww.acts.or.ke. From 1SD Linkages,
http://Awww.iisd.ca

28-29 January 2002, Midrand, South Africa UNEP F REGIONAL OUTREACH
EVENT - AFRICA. Organised by the United Nations Environment Programme Finance
Inititives (UNEP FI). The conference ams to address the role of the Africen financid
sector in the progresson of sudtanable development. The objective of the conference is
to highlignt and encourage the active paticapaion of diverse Africen financd
inditutions  within the dynamics of sudanability. The conference will adopt a double
roundtable format, focusng on: Day 1. The Fnancid Sector in Africa The Budnes
Cae for Sudanability Peformance Day 20 Foregn Direct Invetment: Creging a
Sudainability Dynamic. For further information contact Niamh O Sullivan, UNEP H,
Geneva, td: (41 22) 917 81 78; fax: 917 80 76; email: niamh.o.Sullivan@unep.ch
Internet: http:/ Mmwww.unepfi.net/africa.

31 January - 4 February 2002, New York, USA: WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
ANNUAL MEETING 2002. For the firg time in its 31-year hisory, the World Economic
Forum will conduct its Annud Medting outsde of Davos, Switzerland. Experts, busness
and politica leaders will gather for next year's annud medting to address key economic,
politicd ad sodetd issues For more informaion contact: Charles Mclean,
Communications and Public Affars emal: publicaffars@weforumorg Internet:
http:/AMww.weforum.org/s tefhomepublic.nsf/Content/Annua +M eeting+2002. From
[1SD Linkages: http:/Amwww.iisd.callinkages/journd/.

4-7 February 2002, San Jos2, Codta Rica: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE
IMPACTS OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. Sponsored by
the Conaultative Group on Intendtiond Agriculturd Research (CGIAR) and the
Internationd Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, the conference will bring together
researchers and other professonds intereted in documenting and measuring the impact
of international agriculturdl research. Participants are expected to highlight experiences
and cae dudies of impacts on agriculturd productivity, equity, poverty, socid hedth,
and nutrition, the environment, as wdl as on inditutions and human capitd. For more
information contact: emal: impacts@cgiar.org

Internet:  hittp:/AMww.cimmyt.org/Reseerch/Economicsimpactsindex.nim.  From  11SD
Linkages, http:/Amww.iisd.ca.

8-26 April 2002, The Hague, the Netherlands SIXTH CONFERENCE OF THE
PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIODIVERSTY/CARTAGENA PROTOCOL
MOP-1. This gathering is aso expected to sarve as the Fird Meding of the Paties
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(MOP-1) to the Cartagena Protocd. CBD Secretariat, Montred, Canada: tdl: (1-514) 288-
2220; emal: scretaia@biodiv.org Internet:  http/Amww.biodiv.org  From  11SD
Linkages, http:/Aww.iisd.ca

26-28 June 2002, Rome, Itdy: SESSIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION: The Executive Committee of the
Commisson will convene its 50th sesson from 26-27 June 2003. For further information
contect: Secretariat of the Joint FAO/MHO Food Standards Programme; td: (39-06)
5705-1; fax: 5705-4593; email: codex@fao.org. From 11SD Linkages, hitp://mww.iisd.ca

RESOURCES

If you have a rdevant resource (books, papers, bulleting etc) you would like to see
announced in this section, please forward a copy for review by the BRIDGES d&ff to
Hugo Cameron, hcaneon@ictsd.ch. Submissons of publications to ICTSD's
documentation centre  would dso be wdcome (contact Mateo  Rizzalli,
mrizzolli @ictsd.ch).

2001 HANDBOOK OF STATISTICS ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT. Published
by UNCTAD, December 2001. UNCTAD has just released its handbook of datidtics that
keeps track of trends in world trade, the globd economy and development. Avallable in
three formats print, CD-ROM and online. The CD-ROM presants the full time series of
data, in some cases going back as fa as 1950. The report is dso avalable online at:
http://stats.uncted.orgy. For further information contact Henri Laurencin, td: (+41-22)
907-5734, fax: 907-0048, email: henri.laurencin@unctad.org

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE AND BANKING - THE FINANCIAL SECTOR AND THE
FUTURE OF THE PLANET, by Marcd Jeucken, Published by Earthscan Publications
(UK) and supported by the Dutch Minigry of Environment and the Rabobank Group,
2001. The book answers two broad questions. why is the financid sector crucid to
achieving sudainability and why does sudanability pose thrests and opportunities to
banks? From a systematic assessment of mgor banks around the world, the book presents
a comprehensve account of current best practice, an andyds of the differences in
goproach and peformance, and recommendations of actions and policies for improved
peformance tha will contribute to sudainable devdopment. Further information is
avalable a: www.suganability-in-finance.com

PROTECT OR PLUNDER? UNDERSTANDING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS. By Vandana Shiva, Published by Zed Books, December 2001. The author
agues tha the Wederningoired and unprecedented widening of the concept of
intdllectud property does not in fact dimulae humen crediivity and the generation of
knowledge. Ingteed, in the view of the author, intdlectud property is being exploited by
trangndiond corporations to increase ther profits a the expense of the hedth of ordinary
people, especialy the poor, and the age-old knowledge of the world's farmers. For further
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information contact: Mohammed Umar, Zed Books, 7 Cynthia Street, London N1 9JF, td
(+44-20) 7837-4014, fax (+44-20) 7833-3960, emall: sdes@zedbooks.demon.co.uk .

NEGOTIATING THE TRIPS AGREEMENT: INDIA'S EXPERIENCE AND SOME
DOMESTIC POLICY ISSUES. By Julius Sen, Published by CUTS, December 2001. The
paper finds that many of the lessons that can be drawn from Indids experience with the
TRIPs negotiations are the same as those that can be drawn from the negotigtions more
generdly and true for many other countries. It goes beyond a narrow andyss of events
relaing drictly to the negoatiations during the Uruguay Round and looks a the negatiating
context in which these negotiations took place. Further information is available online a:
http:/mmww.cutsorg; or by contacting Bipul Chetterjes emall: cuts@cuts.org.

HANDBOOK OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY. Published by
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biologicd Diveraty, December 2001. The handbook
contains the full texts of the Convention, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the
decisons of the Conference of the Parties from 1994 to 2000. It presents adl the most
important information about the Convention and the Protocol, induding a description of
the background to the Convention and its inditutiond arangements, a guide to the
decisons adopted and a guide to ongoing activities in redion to paticular Artides and
thematic areas. The accompanying CD-Rom contains the dectronic book (e-book) of the
Handbook. Further information available at:

http://Amww.earthscan.co.uk/asp/bookdetail s.aspkey=3557.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

NEW WWF WEBSITE ON SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS (SAS) AND TRADE.
The new webdte addresses the potentid economic, devdopmentd and environmentd
implications of trade ad investment agreements Avaldble a:
http:/Awww.panda.org/bdancedirade. For further informetion contact:  Mirelle  Perrin,
WWF, Gland, Switzerland; td: (+41-22) 364-9026, or Claudia Sdadin, WWF USA; td:
(+1-202) 778-9774.

WORLD BANK TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT GATEWAY. The new rdease of the
World Bank webdgte dlows users to access a concise sdection of resources on current
and emaging issues, Say up to date by recaelving email derts when new content is added;
upload aticles and other materidls, be liged in a directory and network with other
members, search and publicize events.

Vist http:/Mmww.deve opmentgateway.org/node/137197.

POSITION VACANCY

RESEARCH FELLOW ON BIODIVERSITY, CENTRE FOR PHILOSOPHY OF LAW.
The Centre for Philosophy of Law in Begium is seeking a Research Fdlow to work on
its Biodiversty empiricd invedtigaion and rdaed theordticd issues on interndiond
regimes Research will focus on the mechaniams of intdlectud property rights as
organised by the UPOV Convertion in order to meet its objectives with regard to the
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protection of biodiversty and its interaction with other international regimes such as
WTO, UPOV, FAOSs Intendtiond Undertaking and the Biodiversty Convention.
Research Fdlow candidates must have a PhD or equivadent degree in a rdevant academic
discipline or be very dose to completing their degree, with solid training in theory and
research methodology. It is a 12 months fdlowship with the posshility of renewd (from
one to four years). Candidates should send a letter of gpplication, CV, and writing sample
to: Professor Jacques Lenoble, Director of the Centre, Centre for Philosophy of Law,
College Thomas More, Place Montesquieu, 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, Begium, or by
emall to Lenoble@cpdr.ucl.

A searchable archive of BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Diget© can be accessed a:
http:/Amww.newshulletin.org/bulleting\WhichBulletincfm?Bulletin 1D=14& SD=

BRIDGES Weskly Trade News Diget© is published by the Internationd Centre for
Trade and Sudandble Devdopment (ICTSD), http:/mww.ictsd.org.  Electronic
digribution is carried out by the Ingtitute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP).

Contributors to this issue are Helke Baumuller, David Primack, Méateo Rizzolli, Alex
Werth and Cardline Wiman. This edition of BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest was
edited by Hugo Cameron, hcameron@ictsd.ch. Managing Editor is Andrew Crosby. The
Director is Ricardo MdéndezOrtiz, rmdendez@ictsd.ch. ICTSD is an independent, not-
for-profit organisation based a: 13, ch. des Anémones, 1219 Geneva, Switzerland, td:
(41-22) 917-8492; fax: 917-8093. Excerpts from BRIDGES Weekly Trade News
Diges© may be usad in other publications with appropriate ditation. Comments and
suggestions are welcomed and should be directed to the Editor or the Director.

BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest is made possble in 2001 through the generous
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