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Draft Agenda, January 8, 2020 

 

 

DAY 1 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2020 

9:00 Registration 

9:30 Opening ceremony and welcoming remarks 

10:00 Keynote and theme-setting, by Prof. M. Sornarajah 

11:00 Break 

11:30 Icebreaker 

11:45 Session 1: Recent developments in investment treaty negotiations and arbitrations  

This session will discuss the most recent developments in international investment policy-
making, reform and dispute settlement. 

13:00 Lunch 

14:00 Breakout Session 1: Sharing practical experiences 

14:45 Session 2: Recent developments on reforming the stock of old-style investment treaties 

This session will discuss the actions that developing countries and emerging economies are 
taking to modernize their international investment regimes. These include the adoption of new 
investment treaty models, ongoing work towards renegotiation and the termination of outdated 
treaties. Participants will also look at developments in developed countries in this context, 

including processes involving the USMCA and in the EU. 

16:00 Break 

16:15 Session 3: Recent developments in processes concerning international investment law 

and policy-making    

This session will provide an overview of processes taking place at the global, regional and 
domestic levels. How do these contribute to coherence or fragmentation? How are the 
processes integrating sustainable development prerogatives? 

17:30 End of plenary  

19:00 Welcome reception – all participants are invited 

 

 

 



 

 

DAY 2 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020 

9:00 Session 4: Horizontal coherence – Understanding the relationship between 

international investment law and other international laws  

This session focuses on the relationship between international investment law and other 
international obligations of a state, such as commitments made under climate change 
agreements, biodiversity and environment conventions, taxation treaties, and labour and 
human rights conventions. Based on country experiences, participants will discuss lessons 
learned in preserving policy space to fulfill various state obligations under international law.  

10:30 Break 

10:45 Session 5: Vertical coherence – Understanding the interaction among different levels of 
laws and policies  

This session focuses on the interrelationships between different levels of law and policy 
across the full life cycle of an investment, from investment screening to exit. Participants will 
identify problems that have arisen and led to ISDS cases initiated under investment treaties, 
contracts and domestic laws. Participants will link these discussions back to international 
processes and debates as appropriate, asking how the work done in those contexts could 
contribute effectively to dispute prevention.      

13:00 Lunch 

14:00 Session 6: Coherence in dispute settlement – Global and regional processes and 

initiatives 

This session will invite participants to debate how ongoing processes and developments on 
dispute prevention and resolution can help achieve coherent outcomes that fulfil the 
sustainable development objectives and priorities of developing countries. They will consider, 
among others, the recently concluded Singapore Convention on Mediation; the ongoing 
multilateral processes at ICSID and UNCITRAL; and the work being done within the context of 
regional negotiations. 

16:00 Break 

16:15 Breakout Session 2: Unpacking the WG III process and negotiation tactics for sessions 
in March 

18:00 End of plenary  

 

 

DAY 3 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2020 

9:00 Session 7: Recent developments on investment facilitation at the multilateral, regional 
and domestic levels  

In this session, participants will discuss their experiences with implementing investment 
facilitation measures at the domestic level and in their international treaties. They will then link 
that back to the structured discussions currently ongoing among a group of WTO Members for 
a multilateral framework on investment facilitation. The session will also examine the broader 
landscape on investment facilitation from an international governance perspective, looking at 
what lessons can already be learned from regional efforts, UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu and 
the OECD’s recent publications.  

10:45 Break 



 

 

11:00 Breakout Session 3: Investment facilitation for sustainable development 

13:00 Lunch 

14:00 Session 8: Bringing it all together – Identifying key building blocks for ensuring 
coherent investment policy-making 

Building on the discussions from the first two days of the Forum, participants will explore the 
key steps needed to enable a holistic approach to investment for sustainable development. 
Participants will also identify some building blocks that will contribute to the elaboration of a 
coherent set of investment policy instruments. 

16:00 Closing ceremony 

16:30 End of plenary and closing reception 

 

DAY 4 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2020 

TBD [OPTIONAL NETWORKING EVENT] – TBD 

 


