
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1940s   1950s   1960s   1970s   1980s   1 0s  
 

Seals in               
harbour 

1943 Blue Fox 
Schooner 

Riches from white fox trapping, 
caribou, geese, snowy owl, and 
ptarmigan 

1955 Hamlet 
founded 

1955 weather 
station D.O.T 

1956 alcohol  
arrives 

Early 60s –caplin 
disappear 

1966 school 
built 

1965 co-op
store First 

autoboggan 

1967 ice frozen on Canada 
Day 

Manhattan through 
NW passage 

Colder winters  -70 degrees

Lots of caribou – 12 000, only 
one muskox per house 

1979 ice frozen on 
Canada Day 

Last dog team to 
Holman 

Fur prices decline, 
trapping declines 

1984 Land claim 
agreement - IFA 

Muskox increasin

Mosquito
increasin

1985 first thunder 
and lightening 

Schooner S. Johanns
last sails 

More extr e weather, warmer winters

1990 R P 
leave 

1992 new birds arriving 

1996 last trip from Holman for 
goose hunt, ice too thin (last time 
Prince of Wales Strait froze) 

19 —1998 salmon, herring

Ice thinning

1997 mid-June earliest 

1999 school only closes once 
because of wind, not cold* 

* The school closes at 40 below 

1990/91 whitefishTimeline of Community Events and 
Climate Change Observations 
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ice break-up 

1998 45 000 +  
muskox and only 
400 caribou 


