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Proposed Workplan for 2013 

Energy Working Group 

 

The Energy Working Group (EWG) Work Plan recognizes the directions of APEC Economic 
Leaders, Ministers and Energy Ministers as a solid foundation for the EWG work program. The 
themes of Energy Security, Clean Energy Development and Deployment, and Sustainable Growth 
raised by Energy Ministers and Leaders are prominent in the Energy Working Group’s activity. 

• Proposed Work Plan for 2013 in Response to Leaders/Ministers/SOM/SCE Priorities and 
Decisions, and to ABAC recommendations. 

EWG Members are developing a series of tasks which have been recommended by APEC 
Leaders and Energy Ministers on areas like enhancing regional energy security; improving energy 
efficiency; energy-efficient buildings and appliances; fuel-efficient vehicles and smart grid 
technologies (Fukui 2010). 

Also, members are working in areas like sustainability, efficiency, predictability, and transparency 
of traditional energy markets; to enhance and balance the share of natural gas in the energy mix; 
develop renewable energy sources; ensure the safe and secure use of nuclear energy in 
interested economies; reduce energy intensity; phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies; and 
boost energy end-use efficiency (St. Petersburg 2012). 

In that sense, members are engaged in continuing in 2013 to develop programs, contribute to set 
up and improve local energy regulations, work with other APEC fora, and submit and develop 
project proposals on a wide range of energy related areas like lower carbon emissions; smart 
grids; carbon capture utilization and storage; unconventional gas; energy co-generation 
technology; combined heat & power; energy saving windows; renewable energy; smart buildings, 
jobs, grids and transport; etc. 

Energy Security Initiative (ESI) 

It is important to note that members will continue work under the Energy Security Initiative (ESI) 
as it is the principal mechanism through which the EWG addresses the short and long term 
energy security challenges in a sustainable manner in APEC. The ESI comprises a series of 
short-term measures to respond to temporary energy supply disruptions and longer-term policy 
responses that are practical and achievable to address the broader challenges facing the region's 
energy supply. 

The Short Term measures include the Joint Oil Data Initiative (JODI), maritime security, real-time 
emergency information sharing system, and energy emergency responses (including oil stocks). 
The Long Term measures include natural gas trade, energy investment, energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, clean fossil energy, alternative transportation fuels, nuclear energy, hydrogen 
and fuel cells, methane hydrates, and petroleum infrastructure and crude and refined products. 

ESI measures are implemented through the EWG expert groups on Energy Data and Analysis, 
Clean Fossil Energy, Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and New and Renewable Energy 
Technologies, as well as within a task force on Energy Trade and Investment. A major support 
role is also played by the Asia-Pacific Energy Research Centre (APERC) based in Tokyo. 

Green Growth 

Under the APEC Energy Ministers’ directions, EWG members will continue working on their 
commitment to the Green Growth goals set by APEC Leaders in Honolulu, United States in 2011. 
To address the economic and ecological challenges facing the APEC region, members will 
continue promoting a lower-carbon economy that strengthens energy security and generates new 
sources of economic growth, helping achieve the aspirational goal to reduce the aggregate 
energy intensity of APEC economies by 45 percent from 2005 levels by 2035 as directed by 
APEC Leaders in Honolulu and reinforced by APEC Energy Ministers in their meeting in St. 
Petersburg. 



2 

EWG members are also committed to carrying out APEC Leaders’ and Ministers’ instructions to 
rationalize and phase out inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption, 
while recognizing the importance of providing those in need with essential energy services. 

Energy Efficiency 

As stated by APEC Energy Ministers in their St. Petersburg meeting in 2012, more energy-
efficient transport, industry, buildings and power grids, combined in more energy-efficient 
communities, can reduce both the direct use of fossil fuels and the demand for electricity which 
continues to be generated in large quantities from natural gas and coal. In that sense, EWG 
members will continue encouraging measures to improve energy efficiency that can cut the APEC 
region’s dependence on oil and gas as well as reduce greenhouse gas emissions from fossil 
fuels. 

In that context, EWG members will continue in 2013 submitting proposals and implementing 
projects in the areas related to Energy Smart Communities Initiative with its pillars of smart 
transport, smart buildings, smart power grids, and smart jobs and education, and other areas to 
improve energy efficiency in order to share best practices and support economic growth within 
APEC economies. Linked to this area, the APEC Low-Carbon Model Town (LCMT) Projects will 
continue generating valuable reports on selected cities within APEC Economies. The APEC 
region is large producer and trader of energy-consuming products. Aligning product energy 
efficiency standards in the region, and building capacity for monitoring, verification, and 
enforcement of those standards, helps to reduce barriers to trade, and increases the prosperity of 
APEC economies. To this end, EWG members will continue to submit proposals in 2013 relating 
to the alignment of APEC product efficiency standards. The EWG also will continue to implement 
and undertake activities in support of the Energy Smart Communities Initiative that supports the 
APEC Leaders’ focus on sustainable growth and economic expansion combined with reduced 
energy intensity related to smart grid, smart buildings, smart transportation, and smart jobs. 

Natural Gas 

EWG members will continue reviewing the current state and prospects of the energy markets of 
the APEC region, with emphasis on the role of natural gas in the total energy balance. The review 
will emphasize a detailed examination of trade and consumption of natural gas, including LNG in 
APEC economies, in order to identify the constraints and prospects for cooperation. Members will 
continue evaluating the production, trade potential and environmental impact of shale gas and 
other unconventional natural gas resources, as well as to promote steady investment in natural 
gas infrastructure, including liquefaction facilities, for increasing energy security and economic 
growth in the APEC region. 

Carbon Capture and Storage 

The technologies for carbon capture use and storage and its dissemination of best practices for 
applying these technologies to new and existing power plants and industrial processes using 
fossil fuel energy, is one of the main targets of the group working jointly with its Expert Group on 
Clean Fossil Energy members and other multilateral fora. 

• Anticipated Activities and/or Proposed Work Plan with outside organisations in response 
to Leaders’ and Ministers’ calls for greater engagement with: 

 

Under the APEC Energy Ministers’ directions, EWG members will continue during 2013 
implementing studies and initiatives to cope with energy security challenges through cooperation 
with relevant multilateral fora and organizations such as IEA, International Energy Forum (IEF), 
ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE), Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), 
and the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). 

A) Business Sector; and 

EWG members will continue collaborating in addressing energy security as it has been 
considered by ABAC in its recent reports to APEC Economic Leaders. In that sense members 
continue working through its Energy Trade and Investment Task Force to encourage private 
sector investment in clean and renewable energy. 
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Coincident to ABAC proposals in the area, APEC Energy Ministers in St. Petersburg, addressing 
the development of a Voluntary Reporting Framework within APEC as a positive step for phasing 
out and rationalizing inefficient fossil fuel subsidies, instructed EWG members to continue to build 
regional capacity for the reform of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful 
consumption and to report annually on progress using the above mentioned Mechanism. 

Subscribing the ABAC Report to APEC Economic Leaders in 2012, APEC Energy Ministers in 
their St. Petersburg meeting underlined that open markets and transparent investment regimes 
are of great importance to the development of both traditional and new forms of energy. As APEC 
Leaders confirmed in their 2011 Declaration, trade and investment continue to be important for 
promoting regional energy security and greater economic prosperity for Asia-Pacific people. 

B) Other Organisations/Stakeholders, including the IFIs and other International 
Organisations 

Also, and as instructed by APEC Energy Ministers, interested EWG members will seek ways to 
cooperate on nuclear safety with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), including its 
Asian Nuclear Safety Network (ANSN), and the Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) within the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). In that sense, and following 
its deliberations, the EWG would prepare a list of measures and recommendations for the 
creation of conditions for the organization of interested APEC economies’ cooperation in the field 
of peaceful use of nuclear energy as well as for emergencies prevention, mutual emergency 
warning, and enhanced safety at nuclear facilities. 

• Identify cross cutting issues and explain how they will be coordinated across Fora. 

In St. Petersburg 2012, APEC Energy Ministers instructed Energy Working Group and the 
Transportation Working Group members to collaborate on joint activities to implement the APEC 
Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference Action Agenda, adopted at the joint 
Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference in September 2011 in San Francisco. In that 
sense, members are engaged in joint collaboration and, also, in those projects related to energy 
matters in APEC fora like the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance, the Automotive 
Dialogue, and the Mining Task Force. 

• Progress on developing/implementing the fora strategic plan. 

In November 2012, and during its 44th meeting in Washington, D.C. EWG members had the 
opportunity to learn about the importance of developing and implementing a strategic plan to 
improve their activities and streamline their work on different energy areas. In that sense, during 
2013 members will continue working toward completing a strategic plan in the next future. 

• Expected Outcomes/Deliverables for 2013. 

EWG members will continue strengthen the Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI) with 
clearer and more specific commitments from more economies to participate actively in agreed 
activities on smart transport, smart buildings, smart grids and smart jobs and education, as 
described above. 

Continue implementing the Peer Review of Energy Efficiency (PREE) in its Phase 4 and its follow-
up also, the Cooperative Energy Efficiency Design for Sustainability (CEEDS) in its Phase 4 
focusing on policies and strategies to promote the growth of ESCOs (Energy Service Companies) 
and their energy-saving projects. Members are continued engage in the APEC Peer Review on 
Low-Carbon Energy Supply (PRLCE) assessing the host economy’s conditions to design effective 
low-carbon energy goals and action plans to propose recommendations that might be voluntarily 
adopted to strengthen the policies adopted and monitor their progress. 

EWG members will continue intensifying the work on standards and testing methods for key 
energy-intensive appliances and building components and upgrading and harmonizing building 
energy codes,  through cooperation with the committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) and its 
sub-fora such as the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC). 

EWG will implement projects on policies and best practices to promote energy efficiency in APEC 
economies, as well as projects on efficiency standards and testing methods, as detailed above, 
through the Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EGEE&C). In the case of 
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Renewable Energy, members will continue submitting proposals for projects and implementing 
them through the Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies (EGNRET). 

EWG will undertake projects on natural gas trade, cleaner production of coal-fired power, and 
carbon capture and storage, through the Expert Group on Clean Fossil Technologies (EGCFE) 
and will continue having projects to address energy investment and trade barriers in the APEC 
region, pursuant to the APEC Energy Trade and Investment Study and Roundtable (Australia, 
September 2008). 

Further implement initiatives requested by the Tenth Energy Ministers Meeting including Low 
Carbon Model Towns, the APEC Smart Grid Initiative, the APEC Unconventional Gas Census, 
the Nuclear Power Emissions Reduction Potential Study and the Energy Smart Communities 
Initiative. 

EWG will follow up on directives from the APEC Transportation and Energy Ministerial 
Conference to move forward on energy-efficient freight and passenger transport and alternative 
fuels. 

EWG also will encourage voluntary reports by economies on rationalization and phase-out of 
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption, utilizing the voluntary 
reporting mechanism that EWG has developed and that was recommended by APEC Energy 
Ministers, and to share best practices and build capacity for reform within APEC. 


